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SEPT. 15 & 16 TOURNAMENT  RESULTS
We	had	a	total	of	12	contestants	0ishing.		I	believe	current	
slower	than	normal	0ishing	success,		due	to	the	extremely	
low	oxygen	in	the	lake,	coupled	with	the		Striper	kill,	kept	
many	of	our	anglers	off	of	the	lake.		

We	did	have	a	great	two	days	on	the	water,	with	nice	
comfortable	weather.			Anglers	covered	a	great	deal	of	the	
lake,	ranging	from	Fouts	to	Woods	Point.		The	0ish	that	were	
caught	were	taken	(1)	at	Robinson	point	on	the	river	
channel	by	point	4,	and	the	other	by	the	dam	bouy	line.			

Penny	West	was	the	tournament	winner	with	a	5	lb.	14	oz.	
Striper.		Mike	Devors	placed	second	with	a	5	lb.	12	oz.	
Striper.				John	Gerard	was	the	drawing	winner	who	was	
award	a	new	Rod	and	Reel	Combo.	

We	now	have	a	close	race	for	Angler	of	the	Year,	with	
Michael	Devors	now	totaling	579	points,		just	edging	ahead	
of	Jim	Shaffer	at	560	points.		

I	would	like	to	thank	everyone	who	helped	at	the	weigh-in.		
Also,	sorry	that	we	were	late	getting	to	the	picnic,	it	just	
took	a	little	longer	than	expected	to	get	from	the	weigh-in	to	
the	picnic	with	the	necessary	picnic	preparations	in	
between.			Thanks	for	your	understanding.			

Our	last	scheduled	tournament	for	the	year	will	be	held	on	
October	7th	from	6:30am	to	2:00pm.		Weigh-in	will	be	at	
Panther	Bay.	

Moose	West	

	Tournament	Chairman	

 Drawing Winner John Gerard

2nd Place - Michael Devors

      1st Place - Penny West 
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Board Of Directors

PRESIDENT
John Gerard - 321-1031
stripermail@gmail.com

SECRETARY
Penny West - 847-7007

beatricew@centurytel.net

SERGEANT AT ARMS
Jim Shaffer - 491-5693

prairiechicken@centurytel.net

NEWSLETTER EDITOR/
TREASURER

Vern Berry - 421-0720
ozarkloafer@yahoo.com

MESSAGE BOARD MASTER
      John Evers 

lnsc.striper.msg.board@gmail.c
om

WATER QUALITY REP.
Bob North - 491-5498

northpoles@centurytel.net

TOURNAMENT DIRECTOR
Moose West -847-4088
moosew@centurytel.net

SENIOR ADVISOR
Jim Wencker - 421-6379
gp_wen@suddenlink.net

DSO/AT-LARGE
Ron Burk -321-7209
ronfburk@gmail.com

Don’t forget to post news of your 
outings on the message board.  
It’s important for all club 
members to help others know 
what’s happening out there, good 
and bad.  Please participate.

2017 TOURNAMENT SCHEDULE 

OCTOBER 7 SATURDAY  6:30 AM - 2:00 PM   
Weigh-in at Panther Bay Launch Ramp. Live bait or 
Artificial baits are both allowable for this tournament. 
Entry fee is $5.00 per contestant.   

NOTE: ANYONE WEIGHING FISH MUST BE IN THE WEIGH-IN 
BOUY AREA AT THE TOURNAMENT’S END TIME!  

1st Place Winner Penny 
West receives her prize 

winnings from our 
Tournament Chairman 

Moose West

 Michael Devors seen 
here collecting his 
hard earned 2nd 

place money from 
Tournament 

Chairman Moose 
West

             TOO LATE???

 Looks to me like our President John 
waited a little too long to bring this fish 
to a weigh-in!

I heard though, that it was his best catch 
of the weekend.
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The September picnic was really a fun event.  Of course, after Moose and I made it with the Chili and Hot 
Dogs/Buns.  We were a little late, due to fishing in the tournament and getting home (to the camper) to 
finish up the hot dogs.  I appreciate everyone who waited patiently for us.  We had a drawing for some door 
prizes where everyone got a ticket.  The winners were, FishnFred, Craig Devries, and Roy Rush’s wife.  We 
sure had fun calling out the winning tickets.  Also seemed like things were a little rigged, but you should 
have been there to see that.  The prizes for the tournament were handed out during the picnic.  Friendships 
where made and stories where shared.  Everyone said the Chili was delicious and all the credit went to 
Moose West, it was his recipe.  I look forward to seeing everyone at the monthly meeting on the 28th.  
Thanks for all your help and for coming to make the day a fun and successful event.  

Penny West 

LNSC SEPTEMBER PICNIC 

A BIG THANK YOU GOES OUT TO PENNY AND MOOSE FOR ALL THEIR HARD 
WORK IN STAGING THE PICNIC AS WELL AS THE TOURNAMENT!!!



LAKE NORFORK STRIPER CLUB 
2017 GENERAL TOURNAMENT RULES 

1. LNSC tournaments will be confined to the boundaries of Lake Norfork.  

2. All USCG, AGFC, and MDOC rules and regulations must be followed.  

3. Anyone ticketed for violation will be disqualified and ineligible for club 
tournaments for 1 year.  

4. Anyone breaking the tournament rules as set by the tournament 
committee will be disqualified and ineligible for tournaments for 1 year.  

5. Only LNSC family members and children 18 years old and under (and/
or still in High School) may fish club tournaments. Children must be 
registered and pay the same entry fee as adults.  Children compete as 
equals with adults and are eligible for the same prizes.  

6. Starting times will be posted for each tournament on the tournament 
schedule. You may be on the water 30 min. before official starting time 
but you may not have a line in the water until the starting time.  

7. A minimum of 10 entrants are needed to hold a tournament. In the 
event, there are fewer than 10 entrants, the event will be cancelled. In 
the event a tournament is cancelled; all attempts will be made to hold it 
one week later if we meet the 10-entrant minimum.  

8. For all tournaments, Stripers & Hybrids are treated equally, i.e. 20 in. 
min. length.  

9. Entry fee for all one day tournaments will be $5 per person. The entry 
fee for the two-day tournaments will be $10 per person.  

10. The payback at all tournaments will be 100% of the entry money: 
50% for 1st place, 30% for 2nd place, 20% for 3rd place. Payout will only 
be for the places awarded. If no fish are weighed-in (in any category), 
the entry fee for that category will go to LNSC treasury to help defray the 
cost of the drawing prize which is awarded regardless of weigh-in results. 
(No fish weighed in all moneys will go to the LNSC treasury.) 

(CONTINUED ON THE NEXT PAGE) 



11. The prize drawing will be held at the weigh in. Registered and paid-
up entrants must be present at the weigh in to get a ticket for the 
drawing.  For two day tournaments, the prize drawing will be done at 
the picnic.  All entrants must be present at the picnic. 

12. All entrants must register with the tournament director no later 
than 5:00 p.m. of the evening before each tournament, either by-mail, 
phone call, or in person.  

13. If you register, you must pay even if you end up not fishing. Entrants 
must pay by the time of the weigh-in. If entry fees are not paid promptly, 
entrant will be ineligible to fish future tournaments until after delinquent 
payment is made. No refunds except for a cancelled tournament. All pre-
paid entries for cancelled tournaments will be returned or credited toward the 
next scheduled tournament, your choice.  

14. There will be a Point System to determine the "Angler of the Year". It is 
as follows:  

• 10 points for entering tournament.  

• 1 point for each ounce of your total fish weight. Applies only to your 
largest fish in the single day tournaments.  In 2 day tournaments, points 
will be awarded for up to a maximum of 3 fish total.  

• Points will be awarded per placing in the top 5 for each tournament: 10 
points for 1st place; 8 points for 2nd place; 6 points for 3rd place; 4 
points for 4th place; and 2 points for 5th place. 

Rules and/or dates may be subject to change by the tournament committee if 
needed. Check the tournament schedule for more information. Decision of 
the Tournament Director is final.  

If a storm approaches, play it safe and get to shelter. Use your own 
judgment.  

TOURNAMENT DIRECTOR - Forrest (Moose) West 

email: moosew@centurytel.net 

Phone: 870/847-4088 



PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE from JOHN GERARD

Fishing with Planer Boards & Balloons.
 
My pictures of planer boards and balloon/floats are having 
difficulty uploading. There will be a display at the Sept. 25th 
meeting 
  
Planer boards are usually purchased in a pair ( Starboard and 
Port). That would be 
the right and left side of your boat as you face the bow. 
When your boat goes over shallow fish (surface – 40’deep), 
they most often will spook to the side. Also, there will probably 
fish off to the side anyway that will never see your long lines 
trailing behind the boat. Planer boards are designed to pull 
away from your boat taking your bait or lure with it. I generally 
will trail my lure or live bait 40’ – 50’ behind the planer board. One of the benefits of using a 
planer board is that you can troll your bait close to the shore line without spooking the fish. This 
method got me a 30 pounder right next to the shoreline brush. 
 
Setting up my rigging. Slide a large bead on your line than tie a barrel swivel with attached 5’ 
mono leader to your main line. 
I set up my board by 1st letting my lure out about 40’-50’ than attach the snap, that is attached to 
the board, to my line and last is to attach my line to the line release and put the board in the water. 
The forward motion of your boat will automatically pull the board out to the side. I usually allow 
the board to pull out about 50’ to the side and set the rod in the rod holder. You are now fishing. 
When you get a fish on the line release will let go and the planer board will slide down your line to 
your bead and offer just a little resistance when you bring in your catch. 
 
Fishing with balloons or floats with line releases. 
This method is for fishing live bait. The idea is to let your float follow behind the boat 50’-100’. It 
is important to use a circle hook so that the fish will hook itself. 
My preference is to use a float with a line release such as a Redi-Rig float. A big benefit of this 
type of fishing is that you can fish shallow or deep. You set it up the same way as setting up the 
planer board. You can let out 20’-60’ before attaching the line to the line release. Fish shallow by 
using little or no weight. Fish deeper by adding more weight. Weights can be added the same way 

you would put on a weight on a down line or you can clip on a weight just above your bead. Set 
your rod in the rod holder and you are fishing. With this type of fishing, put your bait clicker on 
and loosen your drag a bit. When a fish hits you will probably hear the bait clicker screaming at 
you. 

See you on the water.
John Gerard



LNSC T-SHIRTS

Members:  Place your orders for club T-shirts with Penny at the upcoming meeting or email your 
order to her at beatricew@centurytel.net.  If placing an order at the Monday night meeting, Penny 
will be accepting orders during the break after the program.

These are good quality shirts at a great price, so place your orders!   Remember too, that club hats 
are available also at the meeting.  

MONDAY’S MEETING PROGRAM - This Monday, September 25th, 7pm

Don't miss this Monday’s meeting.  There will be a video and demonstrations of 
fishing methods and techniques using downlines, planer boards, and the use of  
balloons and other floats.

Make some notes, ask questions and hopefully learn some new techniques to help 
you enjoy new ways to enjoy your striper fishing….as well as becoming more 
proficient .  
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Identification of
Striper, Wiper, White Bass, and White Perch
Similar appearances, varying length and creel limits, and the recent appearance of the aquatic nuisance species, the white

perch, make proper identification of the striped bass, striped bass hybrid (or wiper), white bass, and white perch very impor-
tant for Kansas anglers. White perch have become established in Cheney and Wilson reservoir and Kingman State Fishing
Lake. White perch are capable of out competing native fish for food and space. Therefore, anglers are prohibited from mov-
ing white perch from one body of water to another. The following information will aid in the identification by providing dis-
tinguishing characteristics of each species. Individuals in a species and differing water conditions may impact the ease of
identification and close examination may be needed. There is no daily creel limit on white bass or white perch. Creel limits
on wipers and striped bass is 2/day statewide, check your regs for combined/aggregate limits at some lakes.

Artwork by Joseph R. Tomelleri

STRIPED BASS

WIPER

WHITE BASS

No distinct stripes

Spiny and soft dorsal fins 
connected, both fins pop-up when

spiny dorsal manually erected

Seldom exceeds 
1 pound

Stripes distinct

Spiny and soft dorsal fins 
not connected, both fins do not pop-up

when spiny dorsal manually erected

May exceed
10 pounds

Stripes distinct

Spiny and soft dorsal fins 
not connected, both fins do not pop-up

when spiny dorsal manually erected

Common to reach and
exceed 20 pounds

Back of tongue has 
TWO tooth patches

Deep bodied, more
than one-third length

Deep bodied, deepest part 
just in front of or at the 

beginning of the spiny dorsal fin

Back of tongue has 
TWO tooth patches

WHITE PERCH
Stripes not distinct

Spiny and soft dorsal fins 
not connected, both fins do not pop-up

when spiny dorsal manually erected

Seldom exceeds 
3 pounds

Back of tongue has 
ONE tooth patch

Deep bodied, more
than one-third length

Slender bodied, less
than one-third length



FISHING REPORT FROM LOU GABRIC AT HUMMINGBIRD HIDEAWAY RESORT

Norfork Lake fishing is transitioning from the summer fishing pattern to the fall fishing pattern. The crappie 
bite has been outstanding, bass bite is good, catfishing has been good, walleye bite is fair and the striper 
bite for most anglers has been slow. 

Striped bass fishing has been slow, at least for me. I have been able to land a few, but I have only 
actually targeted stripers a few times over the last couple of weeks. I found stripers on a large flat in the 
midlake area and landed several fish using live thread fin shad. I found stripers before sunrise in 20 - 30 
feet of water on the bottom feeding. In addition, I have found small schools of stripers about 10 feet down 
in 20 - 40 feet of water. I have been setting 2 down poles with live bait at 20 - 25 feet and 2 free lines with 
only a very small split shot. I have landed stripers on both down and free swimmers. Once the sun comes 
up they disappear. I have also picked up several nice sized stripers while jigging my 3/4 ounce spoon. 
These stripers were close to brush piles or along bluff lines. This tells me we have a lot of scattered fish 
which will school up again once the water cools. A third area which I have not tried yet, but typically is 
productive this time of year, is up river in the Missouri waters. Look from Calamity area up to point 10 and 
beyond. I wouldn't be surprised if the stripers have even migrated farther up river since the dam in the 
Dawt Mill area has been removed. 

Largemouth, smallmouth and spotted bass fishing has been good and appears to be getting better every 
day. I am finding this specie in many different types of areas. Last evening I was crappie fishing over a 
brush pile close to a bluff line. As the sun was setting the bass starting feeding on the surface. Top water 
action lasted for about 20 minutes until the sun set below the tree line. Many of the fish coming up were 
small, but I did get to land a couple of 2.5 pound spotted bass. This morning as I was checking out some 
new brush on a bluff line point, I noticed many fish suspended 8 - 15 feet down. I tied on a wiggle wart 
and started to catch largemouth bass, but most were on the short side. Most of my bigger fish have come 
out of 28 - 30 feet of water on the bottom. I have been vertical jigging a 3/4 ounce spoon on the bottom 
either along a bluff line or a big rounded main lake point looking for walleye, and have run into small 
schools of large and smallmouth bass. Once I find these fish I can usually land 2 before the school 
moves on and I continue jigging. In general, very early and very late in the day, the bigger fish are moving 
up to the surface and some up along the shore line. Mid day they move down into 30 feet of water. 

Walleye fishing has been fair. I have not been able to identify a good pattern except that all my walleye 
have come out of 28 feet of water either close to brush or close to a main lake bluff line point. I have only 
used a spoon and have been vertical jigging. A bottom bouncer weight with a crawler harness or a drop 
shot rig with a worm or minnow will also work. Deep diving crank baits that will get you down to the 30 
feet level should also pick up a few nice fish. 
Catfish are hanging around the brush piles in 28 - 35 feet of water. I have landed nice sized flatheads and 
channel cats vertical jigging a 3/4 ounce spoon. Crawler harnesses or drop shot rigs will also pick up 
some nice fish. 

Norfork Lake level is falling about 3 inches per day with the equivalent of one generator being run and 
currently is 557.72. This level is only 2 feet above normal seasonal pool. The lake surface temperature is 
ranging from 77 degrees in the morning to the very low 80's in the afternoon. The mid to upper portion of 
the main lake is clear to some what stained with the coves and creeks stained.This report was posted by 
Lou on August 15th, 2017. 

Happy fishing and see you on the lake, Lou             (this report as of September 19th) 



 Lake Norfork Striper Club
 Membership Application

Applicant’s Name ____________________________Email ____________________________
Mailing Address ______________________________________________________________
Home Ph. ________________________  Cell Ph. ___________________________________

New Membership $20 - $25 Family - Include with Application.  * Annual Renewals are $15 per member 
and $20 per family.

Membership includes full access to the LNSC website and message board.  Members also receive our 
monthly newsletter via e-mail.  The message board and newsletters bring tournament results, club news 
and continual updates on fishing and water 
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***** SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS *****

Next Meeting
Monday September 25th - 7pm 

at the
Eastside Baptist Church
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