LAKE NORFORK STRIPER CLUB

NEWSLETTER
APRIL 2021

We’re Back!
Yes! Our regular monthly meetings will start THIS MONTH. Mark your calendar for May
24th. 7 pm at our regular place. (Eastside Baptist Church). It will be a special fun
evening. Watch the message board for more details coming soon. We look forward to
seeing you all there.

April Tournament Results

Mike Jones - 1St
Place Winner

Jim Wencker - 2nd
Place Winner

Tom Stanton - 3rd
Place Winner

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR WINNERS
1st Place MIKE JONES with a 8 lb. 7 oz. Stripe
2nd Place was JIM WENCKER with a 7 lb. 14 oz. Stripe
3rd Place was TOM STANTON with a 5 lb. 8 oz. Stripe
Winner of the drawing for the Rod and Reel was MERRILL GLAZEBROOK
(SEE PAGE 3 FOR MORE TOURNAMENT DETAILS)
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JIM SHAFFER

Merrill Glazebrook
Raf e Winner
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Watch the message
board for
tournament updates
or changes
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Board Of Director

2021 LNSC TOURNAMENT SCHEDULE
May 14 and 15 – Friday and Saturday – 5:30 am Friday
until Saturday 10:30 AM at Panther Bay Launch
Ramp. Live bait or Artificial baits are both allowable for
this tournament. Entry fee is $10 per contestant for the
tournament and an additional $5 each for the
OPTIONAL biggest fish weighed for the tournament.
The single biggest fish pays 100% of all big fish entry
fees. Each contestant in any boat that has a big fish
contestant must also pay the big fish entry fee. Two
weigh-ins at Panther Bay Launch Ramp. FRIDAY –
11:00 AM and on SATURDAY –10:30 AM.
Contestants may weigh up to 3 fish at ANY weigh-in
time but no more then a total of three fish for the
tournament. When the three fish limit is reached, there
will be no culling allowed. Total weight for up to three
fish weighed will determine the winners.
JUNE 17 – THURSDAY - 5:15AM until 10:30AM
at Quarry Park Launch Ramp. Artificial baits ONLY
allowable for this tournament. Weigh-in time at 10:30
AM.
JULY 22 – THURSDAY - 5:15AM until 10:30AM
at Quarry Park Launch Ramp.Artificial baits ONLY
allowable for this tournament. Weigh-in time at
10:30AM
AUGUST 19 – THURSDAY - 5:45 am until 10:30 AM
at Quarry Park Launch Ramp. Artificial baits ONLY
allowable for this tournament. Weigh-in time at
10:30AM
SEPTEMBER 17 and 18 – Friday and Saturday –
6:00AM Friday until 10:30AM Saturday
at Quarry Park Launch Ramp. Live bait or Artificial
baits are both allowable for this tournament. Entry fees
and rules are the same as the May two day tournament.
OCTOBER 9 - Saturday – 6:00AM - 11:00AM
at Buzzard Roost Launch Ramp. Live bait or Artificial
baits are both allowable for this tournament. Entry fee
is $10 per angler

TOURNAMENT DETAILS - SATURDAY, MAY
We had a total of 10 contestants and a total of 11 sh caught were caught
Six sh weighed between 5 1/2 and 8 1/2 pounds.
All of the sh were caught between Bidwell Point and Blue Lady Resort on umbrella rigs
pulling 3 inch Teeter tail rigs. White shad color was the most successful. Yellow and
green caught 1 sh each.
The rst sh caught was at 7 a.m. across from Bidwell point at 25 ft in 50 depth.
Stripers were at 25 to 35ft early and drifted down to 45 ft and deeper as the morning
progressed.
Trolling was done with 3 oz clip-on line weight 50 ft ahead of the lures at 2mph
Considerable surface action was noted in and around oating pods of debris. Seagulls
were feeding on shad driven to the surface by schooling predators below
Water temperature was 65 degrees on Surface with a medium green color tint in the
water
Thanks to all the participants, especially with the postponement from the original date
and the rain preceding the tournament.
Jim Wencker, Tournament Director

IMPORTANT NEW BOATING LAW FOR ARKANSAS!!
A new Federal Law takes place this APRIL 1, 2021 that requires the operator of a
boat to wear a link to the Boat’s engine cut-off device (ECOS). The laws applies to
motored recreational vessels of 3 or more horsepower that are less than 26 feet in
length
Engine cut-off devices are critical safety features on a boat that can help prevent
fatalities if the boat operator were to be ejected or fall overboard. The new law
applies to all federal waters: In Arkansa this includes U.S. Army Corps of Engineer
reservoirs and the Arkansas, White, Red, Ouachita, and Mississippi Rivers
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FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT THE U.S. COAST GUARD WEBSITE.

APRIL PRESIDENT’S
MESSAGE
Well, hopefully when you see this, Spring will
finally really be here!
Everything including the Spring fishing action has been running late.
The past weekend Saturday Tournament was a little tough on the "catching", but a great
day for fishing.
There were 2 boats that did well trolling, and the fish were out in the deeper spots near
Bidwell Point and up towards Blue Lady.
The sudden rise from heavy rain has a lot of trash in the water, so be careful while
boating.
The Stripers are spread out, anywhere from in shallow spots near Cranfield Marina, to
deeper channels spots at the mouth of Bennett's Bayou, and perhaps in farther.
I had a report from a friend that he caught some on a 40' ledge near the mouth of Float
Creek, working a blade bait just off the bottom.
It was good to see John Gerard up and around at the tournament, as he continues to
deal with recovery from his stroke.
Please keep him and Marcia in your prayers as they go thru this trying time.
Remember, if the Stripers are not hitting, keep in mind that the Bass and Crappie are
plentiful and active, especially at this time of year.
And, also hearing some shallow Walleye reports.

Be well and safe, the Lake or River are the safest places to be!

Tight lines,
Ron Schneider
President
Lake Norfork Striper Club

JOHN’S
Words of Wisdom
The most common fishing knots used
on our lakes
Double Uni Knot

Clinch Knot

Palomar Knot

 


Surgeon’s Knot

If you bring the tag end back through the loop you created as in the improved
clinch, your knot will be utterly secure.
I know that many of you are using knots that work for you. Maybe some of these will
also work for you.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The Improved Clinch knot is a great knot. However, I feel more comfortable with
the trilene knot with the tag end secured as in the improved clinch knot.
The Double Uni Knot is an excellent knot for joining different line sizes or braided line to
mono.
Palomar knot is my go-to knot for terminal tackle & hooks. It worked for me on a 30pound striper I landed.
Surgeons knot is a super knot for adding a lighter leader line to your
heaver spooled line and the small knot easily passes through your rod guides.
The Uni Snell knot is easy to tie and as good as you can buy in the store.
Arbor knot. When I was 10 years old, I thought I invented this knot. I was disappointed to
find I was not the inventor and it already had a name. Good knot.
The Trilene knot (w/tag end through the loop) is the one I use if I can not use the Palomar
Knot.

• Please wet your knots before tightening, so that you do not end up
with burrs and weak spots.
Remember, you can’t catch fish if you are not on the water. Go
fishing!
John Gerard

LAKE NORFORK STRIPER CLUB
2021 GENERAL RULES
1. LNSC tournaments will be confined to the boundaries of Lake Norfork.
2. All U.S.C.G. and A.G.&F. rules and regulations must be followed.
3. Anyone ticketed for violation, during the tournament, will be disqualified and
ineligible for club tournaments for 1 year.
4. Anyone breaking the tournament rules as set by the tournament committee
will be disqualified and ineligible for tournaments for 1 year.
5. Only LNSC members and kids under 16 years old may fish club
tournaments. Kids must be registered and pay the same entry fee as adults.
Kids compete as equals with adults and are eligible for the same prizes.
6. Starting times will be posted for each tournament on the tournament
schedule. You may be on the water before official starting time but you may
not have a line in the water until the starting time.
7. A minimum of 10 people are needed to hold a tournament. In the event that
there are fewer than 10 entrants, the event will be cancelled. In the event a
tournament is cancelled, all attempts will be made to hold it one week later.
8. For all tournaments, Stripers & Hybrids are treated equally, ( 20 in. min.
length).
9. Entry fee for all one day tournaments will be $10 per person. The entry fee
for the two day tournaments will be $20 per person.
10. The payback at all tournaments will be (.70% on 1 day & .80% on a 2 day
tournament) of the entry money: 50% for 1st place, 30% for 2nd place, 20% for
3rd place. Payout will only be for the places awarded. If no fish are weighed in,
all entry fees will go to help defray the cost of Rod & Reel which is awarded
regardless of weigh-in results.
11. The Rod & Reel drawing will be held at the weigh in. Registered and paidup entrants must be present at the weigh in to get a ticket for the drawing.

12. All entrants must register with the tournament director no later than 5:00 p.m.
of the evening before each tournament, either by e-mail, phone call, or in person.
13. If you register, you must pay even if you end up not fishing. Entrants may pay
at the time of the weigh-in. If entry fees are not paid promptly, entrant will be
ineligible to fish future tournaments until after delinquent payment is made. No
refunds except for a cancelled tournament. All pre-paid entries for cancelled
tournaments will be returned or credited toward the next scheduled tournament,
your choice.

14. There will be a Point System to determine the “Angler of the Year” as
follows:
* 10 points for entering a tournament.
1 point for each ounce of your total fish weight. Applies only to your largest
fish in the single day tournaments. In 2 day tournaments, points will be
awarded for up to a maximum of 3 fish total.
*

Points will be awarded according to placing in the top 5 for each
tournament: 10 points for 1st place; 8 points for 2nd place, 6 points for 3rd place,
4 points for 4th place; and 2 points for 5th place.
*

Rules and/or dates may be subject to change by the tournament committee if
needed. Check the tournament schedule for more information. Decision of the
judges is final.
If a storm approaches, play it safe and get to shelter. Use your own good
judgment.
Jim Wencker, Temp. tournament director: email: gp_wen@suddenlink.net or
call at 421-6379.

A en on all LNSC Anglers
Be sure to sign up for the upcoming two day tournament May 14 and
15. This is normally a very produc ve tournament, with lots of sh
caught and a lot of fun for our members. Sign-up early by calling Jim
Wencker at 421-6379 or email Jim at gp_wen@suddenlink.net.
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See details on page 2

LNSC FISHING REPORT INCENTIVE PROGRAM
Your submitted ishing reports have been a very important feature of club
membership. They are greatly appreciated by all. Thanks to all anglers who
have, and continue to share this valuable information.
For 2021 the program details are as follow:
A quarterly special drawing will be held for each reporting period. Drawing
prize: A choice of new Rod & Reel or $75 cash.
Participants do not have to be present to win.
Reporting Periods are:
A.
B.
C.
D.

January 1 to March 21, Drawing at the March 22rd meeting.
March 22 to June 20 . Drawing at the June 22nd meeting.
June 21 to Sept. 26. Drawing at the Sept. 28th meeting.
September 27 to Dec. 5. Drawing Dec. 6th at the Christmas dinner.

PROGRAM RULES:
1. 15 maximum reports eligible per period. (more appreciated).
2. Report date must be no later than one day after ishing date.
3. Area ished
4. Water depth where ish were hooked
5. Depth ish were at when hooked
6. Catch kept or released
7. Fishing method (bait, trolling, spooning, etc.)
8. Bait/lure used
9. Time of day & general lake conditions.
10. Your Name.
11. Pictures optional –Always appreciated by members. (pictures of
lures also appreciated.

f

f

f

f

f

f

Note: Only one report per boat allowed, but multiple angler’s, when named,
shall be credited with the report. Reports when no ish are caught also
count and are greatly appreciated.

Hummingbird Hideaway Fishing Report
Norfork Lake is in the prime of the spring fishing season. Crappie and bass have both started their
spawning process which will continue for several weeks, if not more. Cool fronts during this process
do tend to slow things down. Walleye have completed their spawn and are starting to show up all
over the lake. White bass should have spawned already, but from what I’ve seen with the few I have
cleaned they are just starting to get ready. The cold February might have really messed with their
cycle. Striped bass and hybrid bass will spawn soon if the water temperature rises a little more.
Over all this spring is acting very similar to prior years which means a good bite for most species.
Striped bass and hybrid bass fishing is also picking up. Tuesday morning, I found some top water
action for striped bass. The water was not boiling, but there were many fish individually busting the
surface feeding on bait. I tried throwing a Zara Spook with no success and switched to a long 5 inch
swimbait with a paddle tail and it was hammered. I did not let it sink very much, but only retrieved at
a medium speed, letting it drop slowly as it came back to the boat. It is a blast when a big fish
hammers the bait and just starts running in the opposite direction. All you can do is hang on until it
decides it is tired of running. I have also found this species on main lake points early in the morning,
as well as late in the day up in the sunken buck brush feeding on shad. They tend to push the bait
up to the shore line to make them easy pickings. Cast a swimbait or a fluke up into the brush with a
steady retrieval to the boat and hang on.
Bass fishing has also been very good. The bass are up in shallow water feeding on bait fish and
small bluegills. I have found them back in creeks and coves. A lot of the time they are all the way in
the back in very shallow water. Try crank baits, soft plastic jerk baits and jigs worked slowly along
the bottom. On windy days spinner baits will work wonders. Top water action has started, but isn’t
consistent at this time due the cool water. When I have found this action, it has been in the backs of
creeks that the wind has been blowing into. Typically, you will find a lot of bait fish in the same area.
Crappie are currently being caught with three different methods. Cast a small jig right into the shore
line with a very light jig head. Let it fall slowly and twitch it out of the sunken brush until you feel a
strike. Best areas are where there is dead wood sunken on the shore line or where the shore has a
lot of sunken buck brush due the slight rise in the water level. You can also fish brush piles that are
20 to 30 feet deep. The crappie have typically been on the tops of the brush or out along the sides
of the brush. YA second method is to vertical jig a small spoon or a small jig with a very light weight
jig head. Let it fall slowly and typically a crappie will pick it up before it stops falling. A live minnow
with a slip float is also a good method for brush pile fishing. The third method (the one I prefer at
this time) is trolling Berkley Flicker Minnows size 7 & 9. I slow troll with my trolling motor at a speed
of 1.2 to 1.4 mph. I try and stay in 18 to 40 feet of water. There are schools of crappie out in the
deep water staging for the spawn and when your bait goes through the school it gets hammered.
The best areas to fish are back in coves and creeks that have brush pile throughout the cove.

Happy fishing and see you on the lake, Lou
(This report is dated April 14th, 2021). Watch hummingbird-hideaway.com for future reports.

RECIPROCAL AGREEMENT
Missouri and Arkansas recognize the sport shing and resident commercial
shing licenses of the two states on the owing waters of the St. Francis River
that form a common boundary between the two states. A sport- shing licensee or
legally exempt resident of either state abides by the regulations of the state
issuing the license. The agreement does not apply to tributaries, bayous and
backwaters of the St. Francis River.
A White River Border Lakes License (WRL) is available for a $10 annual fee. This
license allows holders of a valid resident license from either state to sh all waters
of Bull Shoals, Norfork and Table Rock lakes without a shing license from the
other state. The permit is valid for impounded waters (the waters between Beaver
Lake Dam and Houseman Access in Arkansas are excluded). Trout may not be
taken with this license. Anglers younger than 16 do not need to buy this license to
sh in Missouri waters. Anglers are required to abide by the shing regulations of
the state where they are shing. The only di erences in regulations are:
•
•

On Table Rock Lake, spotted bass must be at least 12 inches long to keep
(Arkansas) or at least 15 inches long to keep (Missouri).
On Lake Norfork, anglers may take up to three stripers and hybrids and 25
white bass of any size per day in Arkansas, except for striped bass, which
must be over 20 inches. In Missouri, anglers may take up to 15 stripers,
hybrids, white and yellow bass, only four of which may exceed 18 inches
long.

https://www.agfc.com/en/resources/licensing/ shing-reciprocal-agreements/
IMPORTANT NOTES:
Fishing Tackle: When one enters Missouri waters, you must obey the Missouri
shing regulations. One important issue is the use of tackle. In Missouri you may
NOT use an Alabama or Umbrella rig with more than 3 hooks attached. You may
use one with more wires attached, but they cannot have hooks.
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Be sure to acquire a copy of Missouri shing regulations before you sh in Bull
Shoals, Norfork, or Table Rock in Missouri.
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WHITE RIVER BORDER LAKES PERMI

Identification of

Striper, Wiper, White Bass, and White Perch
Similar appearances, varying length and creel limits, and the recent appearance of the aquatic nuisance species, the white
perch, make proper identification of the striped bass, striped bass hybrid (or wiper), white bass, and white perch very important for Kansas anglers. White perch have become established in Cheney and Wilson reservoir and Kingman State Fishing
Lake. White perch are capable of out competing native fish for food and space. Therefore, anglers are prohibited from moving white perch from one body of water to another. The following information will aid in the identification by providing distinguishing characteristics of each species. Individuals in a species and differing water conditions may impact the ease of
identification and close examination may be needed. There is no daily creel limit on white bass or white perch. Creel limits
on wipers and striped bass is 2/day statewide, check your regs for combined/aggregate limits at some lakes.

STRIPED BASS

Spiny and soft dorsal fins
not connected, both fins do not pop-up
when spiny dorsal manually erected

Common to reach and
exceed 20 pounds

Back of tongue has
TWO tooth patches
Stripes distinct

Slender bodied, less
than one-third length

May exceed
10 pounds

WIPER

Spiny and soft dorsal fins
not connected, both fins do not pop-up
when spiny dorsal manually erected

Type to enter text
Back of tongue has
TWO tooth patches

Deep bodied, more
than one-third length

Stripes distinct

WHITE BASS
Seldom exceeds
3 pounds

Spiny and soft dorsal fins
not connected, both fins do not pop-up
when spiny dorsal manually erected

Back of tongue has
ONE tooth patch
Deep bodied, more
than one-third length

Stripes not distinct

WHITE PERCH
Seldom exceeds
1 pound

Deep bodied, deepest part
just in front of or at the
beginning of the spiny dorsal fin
Artwork by Joseph R. Tomelleri

Spiny and soft dorsal fins
connected, both fins pop-up when
spiny dorsal manually erected

No distinct stripes

SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS
Lake Norfork Fishing Guide Service

Trips year-round!

(870) 736-7609

LAKE NORFORK
STRIPER CLU
704 Putter Ci
Mountain Home, AR. 72653

Next Meetin
MONDAY, MAY 24TH - 7P
Eastside Baptist Church, Hensley
Addition (west side, behind main
entrance

APRIL 2021
NEWSLETTE
www.norforkstripers.org
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***** SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS *****

