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Merry Christmas to All
Annual Christmas & Awards Dinner
We celebrated Christmas and our 2017
Award winners Monday, December 11th. The
food was fantastic as usual. Many thanks to
Sheryl Shaffer and Marcia Gerard who did all
the arrangements and preparation. Thanks
too to Gary Goeckerman, Ron Burk and Fred
Gordon for their contributions and cooking.

LNSC ANNUAL AWARDS
This years competition for Angler of the year was close all most
all year. In the end, the winner Michael Devors just edged out
LNSC veteran Jim Shaffer by the closest of margins. Winners for
2017 are:

MICHAEL DEVORS

1. Angler of the year: Michael Devors
2. Runner up: Jim Shaffer
3. Third Place: Rob Turk
4. Fourth Place: Craig Devries
* Largest Fish in a Tournament: Jim Shaffer @ 10 lb. 4 oz.
* Largest Fish in a tournament caught on a Binks Spoon:
Larry Devors
Special Award: Bob North’s long term commitment to the club
and service on the LNSC Board was recognized as Bob was
presented with a lifetime Membership award. It was also noted
that Bob is a LNSC Charter member. His long time service is
certainly appreciated by all.

JIM SHAFFER

(see more pictures on page 4)
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Yearly Boat Maintenance
• Check fuel ﬁlters
• Check fuel lines / connec7ons for leakage
and hose for cracking
• Change lower unit grease
• 4 cycles, change engine oil and ﬁlters
• Grease pivot points on engine mount
• Grease steering rod
• Grease bearing buddies
• Check for hub grease seal leakage, if
leaking consider replacing grease seals
• Check 7re pressure
• If water separate installed and ﬁlter has not
been changed in a while, change ﬁlter
• Spray WD40 or some lubricate on trailer
ball hitch locking mechanism
• Grease trailer jack pivot point
• Check trailer (stop, turn signal, tail) lights
• Check baJery terminals, if corroded clean
• Check baJery water levels if not a sealed
baJery, ﬁll as necessary
SubmiJed by John Evers…..Thank you!
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Member Input Wanted

DSO/AT-LARGE
Ron Burk -321-7209
ronfburk@gmail.com

The LNSC board & Newsletter Editor would like to get more
input from members on many areas that should be of
interest to all, such as:

Don’t forget to post news of your
outings on the message board.
It’s important for all club
members to help others know
what’s happening out there, good
and bad. Please participate.

1. Speakers or topics for meetings. Please offer your
suggestions.
2. Articles or items of interest for the newsletter. What
would you like to see?
3. Club Raffle….any suggestions?
Please email comments or suggestions to John at
stripermail@gmail.com or Vern at ozarkloafer@yahoo.com.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE from JOHN GERARD

Merry Christmas and a Happy New year to all of you and your families.
Also, safe travels to all that will be on the road.
A little recap on 2017 and the coming new year.
2017 was a challenging year for most of us. I think it
actually started out to be a good year and then came the
flooding and debris and more flooding and more debris
which made fishing hazardous. However, as conditions
on the lake improved, the fishing picked up and we
actually did very well. Many of us catching our limit
every time out.
It was interesting to see the oxygen reports (sent out by Ron Burk) as the O2 levels
started falling. In August and September the weather got hot and the O2 levels were
about 3ppm, the areas holding enough O2 and cooler water that would support adult
Stripers was down by the dam to Thumb Point and up into Big Creek. Feeding stripers
seemed to be holding steady at about 20’ - 35’. There were also reports of Stripers being
caught in the Blue Lady Resort area during this time. When the O2 levels dropped to
less than 3ppm the Stripers seemed to go dormant and stopped feeding.
Now the lake has cooled down and the water has turned over, Stripers are becoming
active again.
I was out evening fishing 3 times in the last 2 weeks of November and marked lots
Stripers holding around 30’ – 50’ in 130’ of water. However, I was after crappie. Caught
no crappie but lots of bass, white bass, even some blue gills and one 18” walleye.
Mighty good eating.
I have seen lots of stripers in several areas of the lake. If we have normal weather in
2018, I think we will be catching many stripers. For the rest of this winter, I’m going to
be using live bait from Gerry’s or 101 Groceries on down lines and line release Redi-Rig
Bobbers as well as spooning with Bink’s Spoons. The nice part about fishing like this is
that you can fish all three ways at the same time.

Dress warm and go fishing.
John Gerard

Craig Devries
Fourth Place in
LNSC Angler of
the Year
competition for
2017

A surprised Bob North accepts the Special
Lifetime Membership Award for his long
time service to the club.

Larry Devors
Winner of the
2017 Largest
Striper or Hybrid
caught on a Binks
Spoon in a LNSC
Tournament

Jim Shaffer accepts the LNSC $500 donation to the
Eastside Baptist Church general fund.

We had four very nice gifts for this year’s door prizes. Three beautiful snowmen and one set of newly
designed Binks Spoons were given to the lucky drawing winners. Congrats to the winners!

Identification of

Striper, Wiper, White Bass, and White Perch
Similar appearances, varying length and creel limits, and the recent appearance of the aquatic nuisance species, the white
perch, make proper identification of the striped bass, striped bass hybrid (or wiper), white bass, and white perch very important for Kansas anglers. White perch have become established in Cheney and Wilson reservoir and Kingman State Fishing
Lake. White perch are capable of out competing native fish for food and space. Therefore, anglers are prohibited from moving white perch from one body of water to another. The following information will aid in the identification by providing distinguishing characteristics of each species. Individuals in a species and differing water conditions may impact the ease of
identification and close examination may be needed. There is no daily creel limit on white bass or white perch. Creel limits
on wipers and striped bass is 2/day statewide, check your regs for combined/aggregate limits at some lakes.

STRIPED BASS

Spiny and soft dorsal fins
not connected, both fins do not pop-up
when spiny dorsal manually erected

Common to reach and
exceed 20 pounds

Back of tongue has
TWO tooth patches
Stripes distinct

Slender bodied, less
than one-third length

May exceed
10 pounds

WIPER

Spiny and soft dorsal fins
not connected, both fins do not pop-up
when spiny dorsal manually erected

Back of tongue has
TWO tooth patches

Deep bodied, more
than one-third length

Stripes distinct

WHITE BASS
Seldom exceeds
3 pounds

Spiny and soft dorsal fins
not connected, both fins do not pop-up
when spiny dorsal manually erected

Back of tongue has
ONE tooth patch
Deep bodied, more
than one-third length

Stripes not distinct

WHITE PERCH
Seldom exceeds
1 pound

Deep bodied, deepest part
just in front of or at the
beginning of the spiny dorsal fin
Artwork by Joseph R. Tomelleri

Spiny and soft dorsal fins
connected, both fins pop-up when
spiny dorsal manually erected

No distinct stripes

FISHING REPORT FROM LOU GABRIC AT HUMMINGBIRD HIDEAWAY RESORT
Norfork Lake fishing has been good, but different from prior fall seasons. Fish are located pretty much in
the same areas as prior years, but they are much more scattered rather than schooled up in tight schools
of feeding fish. When I find a school of fish they are located at all depths and not bunched up. This is not a
bad thing, but does make me change my fishing tactics a bit.
Striped bass, hybrid bass and white bass are being found in several different types of areas. They are
located on the flats and the striped bass are also scattered in deeper water back in the major creeks. I
typically start out in the morning at sunrise and start checking out the flats near our resort, Hummingbird
Hideaway Resort. I first check out the Mallard Point flat, I may go to the Cranfield Island flat, then head to
the 101 bridge flat and if needed I motor over to Big Sandy flat a little past 101 Boat Dock. I am looking at
depths from 25 feet of water out to 45 feet of water. What I have found the last couple of days is that the
fish are in 25 - 30 feet of water at sunrise and seem to stick around for an hour or two. As the morning
wears on they move out to deeper water and yesterday (12/11) at around 11AM I found them in 42 feet of
water. I have caught big hybrids and big whites on the flats, but the stripers that I have caught on the flats
have been small. The bigger stripers will move to the flats very soon. The last couple of days I fished the
6B area and landed a really nice striped bass on live bait, but yesterday (12/11) I fished the same area and
the bait and fish had disappeared. I believe the 53 degree water has gotten a little too cool for the shad so
they are migrating out to deeper water, and the stripers are following. I marked lots of shad and many
striped bass in front of Fouts marina as I was heading back to the Big Sandy area. The stripers are
scattered throughout the area making them tough to catch with a spoon. Trolling or casting A-Rigs or swim
baits may be the easiest method to pick up these scattered fish and as always live bait will work wonders,
but you will need to keep moving around until you come across the fish that want to eat. The stripers that I
have found in deeper water are still suspended from 15 feet of water down to 40 feet of water and typically
near bait. You will run across that big school of fish so when you do, vertical jigging a spoon will work
great. I have not been up to the Red Bank area, but I would think the fish that have been up in the Missouri
waters are also migrating somewhat south to a slightly higher water temperature.
Largemouth bass fishing has been a little tough, but you can pick up some really nice fish in deeper water.
For about the first hour as the sun is rising there are many bass up in shallow water. Many of the bass are
small, but you will pick up the occasional nice sized fish. Shallow diving crank baits, jerk baits and topwater
baits are picking up a few fish. As the sun rises the fish are going a little deeper. Start casting out a jig and
pig in 15 - 25 feet of water along bluff line points and in areas where the channel is swinging in close to
shore. Another good location is close to sunken brush. I was striper fishing with live bait the other morning
and also jigging a spoon. I got into about 25 feet of water and started to pick up a few largemouth off of the
bottom. On those windy days go to the wind blown banks and try casting a spinner bait.Windy days are
always a great time to pick up some really nice fish.

Norfork Lake level is dropping slowly with some power generation going on and currently sits at 550.68.
The lake surface water temperature is dropping slowly. It ranges from 55.5 degrees on the main lake to
53 degrees back in the major creeks. The water is clearing slightly on the main lake with maybe 5 - 6 feet
of visibility to stained in the creeks and coves
.Happy fishing and see you on the lake, Lou

(This report as of December 12th)

Watch for Lou’s reports on his website at hummingbird-hideaway.com

Lake Norfork Striper Club
Membership Application
Applicant’s Name ____________________________Email ____________________________
Mailing Address ______________________________________________________________
Home Ph. ________________________ Cell Ph. ___________________________________
New Membership $20 - $25 Family - Include with Application. * Annual Renewals are $15 per member
and $20 per family.
Membership includes full access to the LNSC website and message board. Members also receive our
monthly newsletter via e-mail. The message board and newsletters bring tournament results, club news
and continual updates on fishing and water
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Next Meeting
Monday January 22nd - 7pm at
the
Eastside Baptist Church

***** SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS *****

