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LNSC MARCH TOURNAMENT RESULTS
On a very pretty Saturday, we opened the LNSC Tournament Season. We had a good turnout with 18
contestants. I know that four of the eight fish caught came from around the Fouts area & were caught trolling
swim baits.
Congratulations to Don Kerns for winning with a 10 lb. 3 o z. fish. In 2nd place with a 8 lb. 13 oz. fish was
Craig Devries. In 3rd place with an 8 lb. 12 oz. fish was Jim Schill. In 4th with an 8 lb. 8 oz. fish was
Gene Moreno. In 5th place with an 8 lb. 1 oz. fish was Rob Turk.
The winner of the drawing was Moose West who chose the life jacket. Moose would like to apologize for the
inconvenience in the parking lot. The bass tournament was moved to Saturday after being postponed from
the past Saturday. That caused the problem, but was something we could not avoid due to the last minute
change by the Bass Club. As soon as I was aware of the problem, I tried to let everyone know and I
appreciate having everyone’s cell. The tournament turned out great and it was a very pretty day. There was
a total of 8 fish weighed-in for a total weight of 62 lb. 15 oz. (SEE PAGES 5 & 6 for more pictures)
Thanks, Moose West, tournament Director PS: The May Picnic will be at Cooper Park.

DON KERNS - 1st Place
10 lb. 3oz. Striper, taken
on a Skinny Dipper near
Fouts

CRAIG DEVRIES - 2nd
Place with a 8 lb. 13 oz.
Striper taken on a Skinny
Dipper by 101 boat dock.

JIM SCHILL - 3rd Place
8 lb. 12 oz. Striper taken on
a Umbrella rig near
Cranfield.
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2017 TOURNAMENT SCHEDULE
APRIL 22 - SATURDAY 6:00AM - 11:00AM
Weigh-in at Panther Bay Launch Ramp. Live bait or Artificial
baits are both allowable for this tournament.

MAY 19 & 20 - 5:30AM FRI - 10:00AM SAT
Live bait or Artificial baits are both allowable for this
tournament. Entry fee is $10 per contestant for the
tournament and an additional $5 each for the OPTIONAL
biggest fish weighed for the tournament. The single biggest
fish pays 100% of all big fish entry fees. Each contestant in
any boat that has a big fish contestant must also pay the big
fish entry fee. TWO WEIGH-INS AT PANTHER BAY
LAUNCH RAMP; FRIDAY – 10:00AM, AND SATURDAY –
10:00 AM. Contestants may weigh up to 3 fish at ANY weighin time but no more than a total of three fish for the
tournament. When the three-fish limit is reached, there will be
no culling allowed. Total weight for up to three fish weighed
will determine the winners.

JUNE 15 THURSDAY 5:15AM - 10:00AM
Weigh in at Quarry Park Launch Ramp. Artificial baits ONLY
allowable for this tournament.

JULY 13 THURSDAY 5:15AM - 10:00AM
Weigh in at Quarry Park Launch Ramp. Artificial baits ONLY
allowable for this tournament.

AUGUST 17 THURSDAY 5:45AM - 10:00AM
Weigh in at Quarry Park Launch Ramp. Artificial baits ONLY
allowable for this tournament.

SEPTEMBER 15 & 16 - 6:00AM FRI - 10:00AM SAT
Same Rules as two day May Tournament - Two weigh-ins
at Quarry Park Launch Ramp: Friday – 10:00AM, AND
Saturday – 10.00AM

OCTOBER 7 SATURDAY 6:30 AM - 2:00 PM
Weigh-in at Panther Bay Launch Ramp. Live bait or Artificial
baits are both allowable for this tournament. Entry fee is $5.00
per contestant.

Don’t forget to post news of your
outings on the message board.
It’s important for all club
members to help others know
what’s happening out there, good
and bad. Please participate.

NOTE: ANYONE WEIGHING FISH MUST BE IN
THE WEIGH-IN BOUY AREA AT THE
TOURNAMENTS END TIME!

LAKE NORFORK STRIPER CLUB
2017 GENERAL TOURNAMENT RULES
1. LNSC tournaments will be confined to the boundaries of Lake Norfork.
2. All USCG, AGFC, and MDOC rules and regulations must be followed.
3. Anyone ticketed for violation will be disqualified and ineligible for club
tournaments for 1 year.
4. Anyone breaking the tournament rules as set by the tournament
committee will be disqualified and ineligible for tournaments for 1 year.
5. Only LNSC family members and children 18 years old and under (and/
or still in High School) may fish club tournaments. Children must be
registered and pay the same entry fee as adults. Children compete as
equals with adults and are eligible for the same prizes.
6. Starting times will be posted for each tournament on the tournament
schedule. You may be on the water 30 min. before official starting time
but you may not have a line in the water until the starting time.
7. A minimum of 10 entrants are needed to hold a tournament. In the
event, there are fewer than 10 entrants, the event will be cancelled. In
the event a tournament is cancelled; all attempts will be made to hold it
one week later if we meet the 10-entrant minimum.
8. For all tournaments, Stripers & Hybrids are treated equally, i.e. 20 in.
min. length.
9. Entry fee for all one day tournaments will be $5 per person. The entry
fee for the two-day tournaments will be $10 per person.
10. The payback at all tournaments will be 100% of the entry money:
50% for 1st place, 30% for 2nd place, 20% for 3rd place. Payout will only
be for the places awarded. If no fish are weighed-in (in any category),
the entry fee for that category will go to LNSC treasury to help defray the
cost of the drawing prize which is awarded regardless of weigh-in results.
(No fish weighed in all moneys will go to the LNSC treasury.)
(CONTINUED ON THE NEXT PAGE)

11. The prize drawing will be held at the weigh in. Registered and paidup entrants must be present at the weigh in to get a ticket for the
drawing. For two day tournaments, the prize drawing will be done at
the picnic. All entrants must be present at the picnic.
12. All entrants must register with the tournament director no later
than 5:00 p.m. of the evening before each tournament, either by-mail,
phone call, or in person.
13. If you register, you must pay even if you end up not fishing. Entrants
must pay by the time of the weigh-in. If entry fees are not paid promptly,
entrant will be ineligible to fish future tournaments until after delinquent
payment is made. No refunds except for a cancelled tournament. All prepaid entries for cancelled tournaments will be returned or credited toward the
next scheduled tournament, your choice.
14. There will be a Point System to determine the "Angler of the Year". It is
as follows:
• 10 points for entering tournament.
• 1 point for each ounce of your total fish weight. Applies only to your
largest fish in the single day tournaments. In 2 day tournaments, points
will be awarded for up to a maximum of 3 fish total.
• Points will be awarded per placing in the top 5 for each tournament: 10
points for 1st place; 8 points for 2nd place; 6 points for 3rd place; 4
points for 4th place; and 2 points for 5th place.
Rules and/or dates may be subject to change by the tournament committee if
needed. Check the tournament schedule for more information. Decision of
the Tournament Director is final.
If a storm approaches, play it safe and get to shelter. Use your own
judgment.
TOURNAMENT DIRECTOR - Forrest (Moose) West
email: moosew@centurytel.net
Phone: 870/847-4088

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE from JOHN GERARD
I would like the club to consider hosting a Youth Fishing
Trip. Perhaps with kids 12 to 16 years of age. We could
have several hours of fishing, followed by a small picnic
with a few prizes presented.
This can only happen with good club participation.
Please email me or let me know in person or by phone if
you are interested in helping with an event of this nature.
Email me at stripermail@gmail.com. Thank you, John
CHANGE IN MEMBERSHIP DUES
For those that not aware, 100 percent of all the money collected from tournaments, dues,
sponsors & bucket drawings, goes back to the operation of our club. Lately, there is not a lot left
over. Probably everything we do costs more than it did 10 years ago. However, our dues have
stayed the same. At present we donate $500 per year to The East Side Baptist Church youth
group as a thank you for the use of their facilities. Raffle prizes and Club picnics cost more each
year. The club would like to upgrade our bucket drawing prizes and hopefully get involved in
events like youth fishing trips. So in order to keep up with the rising costs we feel it necessary to
increase our dues by $5 per year. Club renewals will be only $15 per year. This will take affect
as of May 1, 2017. The old rate will still apply for dues paid prior to May 1st.
I'm looking forward to a great year. Thanks for being members. John Gerard, President
MONDAY, MARCH 27TH GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING
Monday’s meeting will be an informative meeting with Arkansas Game and Fish,
Plus a detailed update on the new (confusing) State regulations now in place for
licensing of boat, motor and trailer.
AG&F will provide an update on on various aspects of fishing, lake conditions and
stocking for Lake Norfork. They have been quite busy this past year with samplings
and newer techniques used to provide better information on the quantity and quality
of fish in the lake.

TOURNAMENT PRIZE WINNER
Moose West was the lucky raffle prize winner
at the March Tournament. The club often
offers choices of Rod & Reel combinations or
other good prizes such as this very nice auto
inflatable thin life vest, which Moose chose.
Congratulations to Moose!

1ST PLACE WINNER DON
KERNS receiving his
tournament winnings from
Tournament Director Moose
West.

2nd PLACE WINNER CRAIG
DEVRIES accepting his 2nd
place winnings from
Tournament Director Moose
West

3rd PLACE WINNER JIM
SCHILL receiving his third
place winnings from
Tournament Director Moose
West

LNSC MONTHLY REWARDS FOR FISHING REPORTS
One of the reasons for belonging to the LNSC is to share information so we all have a
greater experience on the water.
In appreciation for those members sending fishing reports to the message board, the LNSC will
be rewarding our members with 2 tickets per report good for the Bucket Drawings. Reward
tickets will be given out at the monthly meetings.
·
·

Maximum number of tickets per month is 10 tickets.
Tickets must be used in the month they are rewarded.

This is what we would like to see in the reports. As always, more information is better.
·
Time of day
·
Location
·
Type of lure used
·
Depth of water and depth of lure or bait.
·
Method of fishing (trolling, speed, spooning, plainer
boards ect.
·
Type of fish caught
A picture of the lure and fish would be helpful.
·
The above for no fish caught is also a good report.
Expect more and bigger stripers this year.
Be Happy and go fishing.
The LNSC Board and members are looking forward to your reports.

Identification of

Striper, Wiper, White Bass, and White Perch
Similar appearances, varying length and creel limits, and the recent appearance of the aquatic nuisance species, the white
perch, make proper identification of the striped bass, striped bass hybrid (or wiper), white bass, and white perch very important for Kansas anglers. White perch have become established in Cheney and Wilson reservoir and Kingman State Fishing
Lake. White perch are capable of out competing native fish for food and space. Therefore, anglers are prohibited from moving white perch from one body of water to another. The following information will aid in the identification by providing distinguishing characteristics of each species. Individuals in a species and differing water conditions may impact the ease of
identification and close examination may be needed. There is no daily creel limit on white bass or white perch. Creel limits
on wipers and striped bass is 2/day statewide, check your regs for combined/aggregate limits at some lakes.

STRIPED BASS

Spiny and soft dorsal fins
not connected, both fins do not pop-up
when spiny dorsal manually erected

Common to reach and
exceed 20 pounds

Back of tongue has
TWO tooth patches
Stripes distinct

Slender bodied, less
than one-third length

May exceed
10 pounds

WIPER

Spiny and soft dorsal fins
not connected, both fins do not pop-up
when spiny dorsal manually erected

Back of tongue has
TWO tooth patches

Deep bodied, more
than one-third length

Stripes distinct

WHITE BASS
Seldom exceeds
3 pounds

Spiny and soft dorsal fins
not connected, both fins do not pop-up
when spiny dorsal manually erected

Back of tongue has
ONE tooth patch
Deep bodied, more
than one-third length

Stripes not distinct

WHITE PERCH
Seldom exceeds
1 pound

Deep bodied, deepest part
just in front of or at the
beginning of the spiny dorsal fin
Artwork by Joseph R. Tomelleri

Spiny and soft dorsal fins
connected, both fins pop-up when
spiny dorsal manually erected

No distinct stripes

FISHING REPORT FROM LOU GABRIC AT HUMMINGBIRD HIDEAWAY RESORT
Norfork Lake has entered the early spring bite pattern. Some species are spawning and others are moving out
of the deep, cold water to shallower water following the shad. The shad are moving shallower due to the
warmer water. Walleye and white bass have started their early spring spawn while other species are feeding
very heavily on threadfin shad. The flowering trees have been blossomed out and the Redbuds are just starting
to bloom. Remember the old saying that when the dogwoods are in bloom the crappie are not far behind on
their spawn. Well I bet the crappie are not far away from moving into the shoreline. Our lake water warmed
quickly this year and is still 2 - 5 degrees warmer than prior years. Last year the surface temperature in the
morning was around 50 and 2 years ago it was in the upper 40's. Yesterday our morning surface temperature
was 54.5 degrees. As always, the surface temp warms several degrees more during the afternoon with the
warm sun.
The striped bass bite has been good. They have moved to the shallower water of the major creeks. I am finding
big schools of fish roaming large flats as well as close to the creek channels. Sunday I was fishing with a friend
with live shad. We were in 40 feet of water and a school came under us with fish from 15 feet to 40 feet. All of
sudden one pole got buried, then the second, and so forth. We had 4 big stripers and hybrids hooked at the
same time and it was total chaos on my boat. We ended up landing 3 of the 4 with one getting too close to the
motor and cutting the line. That must have been Kyle's 40 pounder. :-) Locations vary, but I like to fish
secondary points that have the creek channel swinging in close to the shore. I have found fish both on the
deeper bluff line side, as well as, points on the shallower side. The best bite at this time, for me, has started
around 9AM and goes until the early afternoon. Live bait is working great, but spooning has also picked up a
few fish. Tolling with swimbaits or Alabama rigs are also working very well. You need to get your baits down to
around 20 - 40 feet deep as the fish are at all levels. I have also started to fish after dark when the wind allows
me. My first time out for the evening was after I wrote my last fishing report and I landed a couple stripers. I
have fished several other times after dark and caught either stripers or hybrids each time. The fish have started
to feed after dark so check the hooks on your suspending stick baits and find a good shallow point with deep
water close and give it a try. It is a blast hooking into a large striper when you can not see anything and
everything is by feel. A couple of Hummingbird Hideaway Resort Facebook followers read my last report and
headed out after dark and landed a couple really nice fish.
Largemouth Bass are also starting to move a little closer to the shoreline. I have caught a few in the early
morning up tight throwing a jerk bait, but most have been on the short side. I would look at about 15 - 30 deep
off of bluff line points. Some will be suspended, but the bigger ones will be on the bottom. It will not be long until
they start moving in with a vengeance and start their pre-spawn feed. Another great spot to fish will be brush
piles in 20 to 30 feet of water. The bass will be hanging around the outsides of the brush watching for those
shad that decide to venture away from the brush. Plastics worked along the bottom are working and crank baits
are starting to pick up some nice fish.
White bass are still back in the creeks and coves finishing up their spawn. Try casting out Rooster tails or
Roadrunners up close to the shore-line and retrieve slowly. You will also start to pick up some nice crappie
fishing this way. After the majority of white bass finish up spawning they will start moving out to the flats and
then topwater action for whites will start. I look forward to this time as it is a blast. I am seeing a few whites
come up early in the morning, but nothing to get real excited about yet.
Norfork Lake level rises slowly when power generation stops and drops when the generators are turned back
on. Currently minimal generation is occurring and the lake level is 546.16. The surface water temperature in the
morning has been 53 - 55 degrees depending on how far back in the creeks you go. The water is stained back
in the creeks and the main lake is clear to partly stained.
Happy fishing and see you on the lake. Lou
Note: This is Lou’s latest report, dated March 7th.

Lake Norfork Striper Club
Membership Application
Applicant’s Name ____________________________Email ____________________________
Mailing Address ______________________________________________________________
Home Ph. ________________________ Cell Ph. ___________________________________
New Membership $15 - $20 Family - Include with Application. * Annual Renewals are $10 per member
and $15 per family. (NOTE…DUES TO INCREASE $5 AS OF MAY 1ST, 2017)
Membership includes full access to the LNSC website and message board. Members also receive our
monthly newsletter via e-mail. The message board and newsletters bring tournament results, club news
and continual updates on fishing and water conditions.
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Next Meeting
Monday, MARCH 27th - 7pm at
the
Eastside Baptist Church

***** SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS *****

