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TOURNAMENT RESULTS
We had 22 contestants for our last tournament of the year.
It was a nasty day with winds of 25 mph and gusts up to
30 mph. Everyone seemed to make it through safely.
Congratulations to John Casimer for winning with a Aish of
6 lb. 1oz. Second place went to our new member Bruce
Carlton with a Aish of 5 lb. 10 oz. Larry Devors won the
drawing and won a new Line counter rod and reel.

1st Place winner John Casimer

There is a new Angler of the Year this year. First time
winner is Michael Devors who just beat out Jim Shaffer by
a slim 19 points.
I would like to thank everyone who has helped a the
weigh-ins this year. I hope to have the 2018 rules and
new schedule out at the awards dinner in December. I
look forward to seeing you all in March for the Airst
tournament of 2018.
Moose West
Tournament Chairman

2nd Place winner Bruce Carlton
Editors Note …….
Hats off to Moose West & his Tournament Committee for
such a good job this year. There were many challenges
with high water and bad weather. Moose worked quickly
and efficiently to make the necessary adjustments, with
great communication and concern for all participants.
Let Moose know of any suggestions or ideas that you feel
may even further improve the 2018 tournament season.
Drawing Winner Larry Devors
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Christmas Banquet Invitation
Time is drawing near.
You and your family members are invited to join us at our
annual Christmas Banquet on Monday, December 11,
2017. Put this on your calendar.
This event will be held at the East Side Baptist Church
718 East 9th Street, Mountain Home, AR 72653
(Hensley Building)
We will eat at 6:00PM
LNSC will supply the meat, coffee, tea, water & table settings.
Please bring a dish to share.
We ask, if you have not already signed up, to let us know if
you think you might be joining us and how many in your

party. Just send a reply give me a call 870-321-1031 or
email: stripermail@gmail.com
If you are a new member or have never gotten a LNSC
name tag, please check with me.
If you have a name tag, please wear it.

See you there.
John Gerard, President LNSC
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Member Input Wanted
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The LNSC board & Newsletter Editor would like to get more
input from members on many areas that should be of
interest to all, such as:

Don’t forget to post news of your
outings on the message board.
It’s important for all club
members to help others know
what’s happening out there, good
and bad. Please participate.

1. Speakers or topics for meetings. Please offer your
suggestions.
2. Articles or items of interest for the newsletter. What
would you like to see?
3. Club Raffle….any suggestions?
Please email comments or suggestions to John at
stripermail@gmail.com or Vern at ozarkloafer@yahoo.com.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE from JOHN GERARD

A Year to Remember
This has been a year to remember. Flooding and debris took
over the lake, which included refrigerators, propane tanks, car
parts, lots of trees and decomposing vegetation. In spite of it
all, we still caught fish.
According to the Arkansas Corp of Engineer and the Dept. of
Fish and Game, the water quality has been the poorest it has
been in years. There is no quick fix but conditions will
eventually get back to normal. However, all this dirty water is
great cover for the fry that were stocked this year. They should
have a better survival rate which means lots of legal fish in
about 3-4 years.
On the bright side, due to cooler weather, the lake should turn over sometime in the next 2 weeks.
This will probably mix the bottom debris up a bit but at least the dissolved oxygen will be
distributed in all depths. In my experiences cooler water causes fish to eat hardy before winter sets
in. Good time to be on the water.
I have been on the lake a couple of times this past week and was marking fish at 30’ – 45’ on the
points and in the bays. I did catch a couple of walleye (14” & 18”) off of marker 2. But, one hour
before sunset the fish came out of hiding. Lots of them in the 40’ – 50’ range. I was trolling with
lead core line and did not have enough on my reel to get down to the fish. I will be going back with
more line on my reel. So put on some warm clothing and get on the water.
Hope to see you there. See you on the water.
John Gerard PS. I kept the 18” walleye. Good eating!

John Casimer - 1st Place Cash

Bruce Carlton - Cash for 2nd Place

The Good, Bad & Ugly
Let’s start backwards with the ugly & end positive with the good.
Yes, the lake is UGLY due to all the debris decomposition due to the unprecedented flood of the North
Fork of the White river. We had over a 26 ft. rise in the lake in just over 24 hours!
The BAD was that this high water was the main contributor to the Striper kill we experienced.
The GOOD is that many feel this Striper kill was not as bad as the 2015 kill. AND… the high water years
contribute greatly to an increase in spawning and stocking survival rates for most all species. So, although
we may not see as many larger Stripers for a few years, we hope to see increasing numbers and a
continuing increase in size as Stripers grow very fast. Let’s be positive & look forward to a good 2018.

LNSC T-SHIRTS
Members: Place your orders for club T-shirts with Penny at the upcoming meetings or email your
order to her at beatricew@centurytel.net. If placing an order at our Monday night meetings, Penny
will be accepting orders during the break after the program.
These are good quality shirts at a great price, so place your orders! Remember too, that club hats
are available also at the meeting.

Identification of

Striper, Wiper, White Bass, and White Perch
Similar appearances, varying length and creel limits, and the recent appearance of the aquatic nuisance species, the white
perch, make proper identification of the striped bass, striped bass hybrid (or wiper), white bass, and white perch very important for Kansas anglers. White perch have become established in Cheney and Wilson reservoir and Kingman State Fishing
Lake. White perch are capable of out competing native fish for food and space. Therefore, anglers are prohibited from moving white perch from one body of water to another. The following information will aid in the identification by providing distinguishing characteristics of each species. Individuals in a species and differing water conditions may impact the ease of
identification and close examination may be needed. There is no daily creel limit on white bass or white perch. Creel limits
on wipers and striped bass is 2/day statewide, check your regs for combined/aggregate limits at some lakes.

STRIPED BASS

Spiny and soft dorsal fins
not connected, both fins do not pop-up
when spiny dorsal manually erected

Common to reach and
exceed 20 pounds

Back of tongue has
TWO tooth patches
Stripes distinct

Slender bodied, less
than one-third length

May exceed
10 pounds

WIPER

Spiny and soft dorsal fins
not connected, both fins do not pop-up
when spiny dorsal manually erected

Back of tongue has
TWO tooth patches

Deep bodied, more
than one-third length

Stripes distinct

WHITE BASS
Seldom exceeds
3 pounds

Spiny and soft dorsal fins
not connected, both fins do not pop-up
when spiny dorsal manually erected

Back of tongue has
ONE tooth patch
Deep bodied, more
than one-third length

Stripes not distinct

WHITE PERCH
Seldom exceeds
1 pound

Deep bodied, deepest part
just in front of or at the
beginning of the spiny dorsal fin
Artwork by Joseph R. Tomelleri

Spiny and soft dorsal fins
connected, both fins pop-up when
spiny dorsal manually erected

No distinct stripes

FISHING REPORT FROM LOU GABRIC AT HUMMINGBIRD HIDEAWAY RESORT
Fishing Norfork Lake is starting to get real exciting. The fall bite is improving every day and will get better and
better as the water cools. The lake is dropping roughly a 1/2 degree a day with this current cool front and I am
looking forward to the lake surface temperature reaching the 60's. All species will become very aggressive and
start to feed heavily for the upcoming winter months. I am starting to find large schools of feeding fish and they will
attack anything that comes in front of them.
Striped bass fishing is finally starting to improve. I am finding schools, as well as, scattered fish feeding on the
bottom on large flats. I have been fishing several different flats from the mid lake area up to the Red Bank area.
Today was a little slow with the high pressure arriving after the cool frontal system arrived the other day. I did
manage to find a really nice 31.5 inch striped bass on the bottom that gave me quite a battle. I don't think he knew
he was hooked until he saw the boat, then the excitement started with one run after another. Very healthy and
energetic 12 - 13 pound fish. I gave him his freedom at my dock after the photo. During the last full moon there was
a very early morning (in the dark bite), but recently my bite has not started until almost sunrise and I am finding
feeding fish all the way up to noon or a little after. I use my electronics to find the bait fish then I start jigging a
spoon off the bottom. Today was a little slow, but the large schools will become increasingly more common as the
water cools. Live bait is working very well, either thread fin shad, gizzard shad or shiners. I am still using a down
line for my live bait with a 1 - 2 ounce weight, a 3 - 4 foot leader and a small #4 size hook. A larger hook should be
used if you have the bigger gizzard shad. Match the hook size to the bait. I have mainly been vertical jigging with a
1/2 to a 3/4 ounce spoon. All colors seem to be working as long as the predominant color is white, but as you know,
my favorite color is white with a chartreuse back. Feeding along side of the striped bass are the hybrids, white
bass, largemouth bass, spotted bass, walleye and catfish. You never know what you are going to catch when you
are jigging a spoon. I think this is why I like fishing this method so much.
Crappie fishing is still good. Find brush in 25 - 35 feet of water and the fish will be on the top of the brush or buried
inside of the brush. In the late afternoons the fish may come up in the water column to the warmer water so start
dropping your bait down about 8 feet and keep checking deeper until the fish start to bite. I have been using a
small 1/4 spoon in white/chartreuse, but other colors will work. Small grubs tipped with a minnow will work very well
or just use a minnow with a slip float. The bigger white crappie are finally starting to move into some of the brush.
Several 13 - 15 inch crappie have been caught recently but most of the crappie are in the 10 - 12 inch range which
is a great size to clean and eat.
Bass fishing continues to be pretty good. I have done exceptionally well a couple of days. While striped bass
fishing on the flats my guests and I have run into large schools of feeding largemouth bass and spotted bass.
These have not been the little guys, all have been in the 2.5 - 4+ pound range. I have found these fish in about 30
feet of water at all different times of day, from just after sunrise to 2 in the afternoon. Other areas to check out are
along bluff walls using jig & pigs or Texas rigged worms. I had some bass fishing guests in last week and they had
a blast catching topwater bass up on the Missouri side of the lake. They caught a lot of short fish, but some
keepers were in feeding with the little guys. Crank baits are also producing a lot of bass, but many are short fish.

Norfork Lake level has been stable for the last week and is currently at 553.44 feet above sea level.
Sporadic power generation is being used to maintain this level. The current level is a little under normal
seasonal pool. The surface water temperature this morning was 73 degrees and the lake temperature is
falling slowly due to the current cooler weather. The main lake is clear to partly stained and the creeks
and coves are stained. Great fishing conditions for all species and a perfect time to take that much
needed lake fishing vacation.
Happy fishing and see you on the lake, Lou

(this report as of October 17th)

Watch for Lou’s reports on his website at hummingbird-hideaway.com

Lake Norfork Striper Club
Membership Application
Applicant’s Name ____________________________Email ____________________________
Mailing Address ______________________________________________________________
Home Ph. ________________________ Cell Ph. ___________________________________
New Membership $20 - $25 Family - Include with Application. * Annual Renewals are $15 per member
and $20 per family.
Membership includes full access to the LNSC website and message board. Members also receive our
monthly newsletter via e-mail. The message board and newsletters bring tournament results, club news
and continual updates on fishing and water
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Next Meeting - Christmas Party
Monday December 11th - 7pm
at the
Eastside Baptist Church

***** SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS *****

